This paper presents the results of a statistical study, using cross-national data, on the relationships between total fertility rate and women's level of education and women's labor participation. Aggregate data on seventy-one countries were collected from numerous sources. Eight variables related to women's fertility, mortality, economic status, labor participation, and education are analyzed using multivariate linear regression analyses. Two models are considered. The first model regresses five variables on total fertility rate: per capita Gross National Product (GNP), percentage of women ages 15 to 19 who are married, female life expectancy at birth, calories available as a percentage of need, and percentage of married couples using contraception. The second model includes two additional regressors: the average number of years of schooling for women, and the percentage of women in the labor force. These seven variables are regressed on total fertility rate. Although the data are crude, the results of the analyses suggest that the model which incorporates women's level of education and women's labor participation captures the data better than the smaller model. The full model suggests that the percentage of women in the labor force is directly related to total fertility rate, whereas the average number of years of education for women is indirectly related to total fertility rate.
INTRODUCTION
Human population growth is a serious concern. Worldwide human population is growing rapidly and, if unchecked, could lead to frightening consequences (Ehrlich & Ehrlich, 1990, p. 17) . Fertility levels in many countries are significantly above replacement level, while in many low fertility countries, consumption is very high. Uncontrolled population growth could result in worldwide lowered standards of living and further depletion of natural resources. It is vital that the factors which relate to total fertility rate be understood.
For the last 30 years, many demographers have expected that industrialization would decrease fertility rates, based on their assumption that nineteenth century Western European and North American family sizes fell with industrialization. The data are complex, and current observations indicate that fertility is not declining with industrialization in the developing world. A more complete explanation of fertility is needed.
One current hypothesis is that an increase in women's level of education and women's labor participation will decrease fertility. According to Ruth Dixon-Mueller (Dixon-Mueller, 1993), education for women can indirectly decrease fertility in three ways. Increasing the number of years that women are in school delays marriage and reduces the time duration that women are exposed to the possibility of conception. Education creates aspirations for higher standard of living, thereby decreasing the desired number of children in a family. Education exposes women to "knowledge, attitudes, and practices favorable to birth control" that would enable women to have their desired number of children. Dixon-Muetler also suggests that increased labor participation gives women "alternative sources of social identity and economic support [thereby reducing] women's dependence on men and children" (Dixon-Mueller, 1993, pp. 121-123) . This paper discusses some statistical results using aggregate data from seventy-one countries. Eight variables related to women's fertility, mortality, education, labor participation, and economic status are analyzed using multivariate linear regression analyses. Some variables are clearly proximate correlates to fertility, while others have been postulated to have influence. Two models are considered. The first model regresses five variables on total fertility rate: per capita Gross National Product (GNP), percentage of women ages 15 to 19 who are married, female life expectancy at birth, calories available as a percentage of need, and percentage of married couples using contraception. The second model includes two additional regressors: the average number of years of schooling for women, and the percentage of women in the labor force. These seven variables are regressed on total fertility rate. The two models are studied. Because it is difficult to obtain data for many countries, only seventy-one selected countries for which complete data could be obtained are included in the analysis.
